Hepatic angiosarcoma and liver transplantation: case report and literature review.
Hepatic angiosarcoma is a rare malignant vascular tumor that accounts for up to 2% of all primary liver tumors. Accurate diagnosis of this tumor is difficult, especially if the patient has no history of exposure to specific carcinogens including thorotrast, arsenicals, and vinyl chloride monomer. Diagnosis of diffuse angiosarcoma by means of liver biopsy has been reported as treacherous and nondiagnostic. Herein, we present a case of a 61-year-old Caucasian male with history of cryptogenic cirrhosis, normal alpha-fetoprotein, and pretransplant abnormal liver MRI who underwent nondiagnostic liver biopsies followed by liver transplantation. High grade diffuse angiosarcoma was diagnosed in the explanted liver. The patient developed bone metastases at 8 months and is alive 1 year posttransplantation. Diffuse liver tissue infiltration seen pretransplant on CT scan or MRI, suggesting the possibility of diffuse liver lesions (HCC, angiosarcoma, etc) must be fully investigated with all techniques available including multiple open liver biopsies to avoid the sacrifice of a liver allograft in these patients.